
Institutional Review Board

Special Categories of Research: Pregnant
Women, Human Fetuses, and Neonates Policy
Scope
Applies to Mayo Clinic Human Research Protection Program and research for which Mayo Clinic
Institutional Review Board (IRB) is the IRB of Record when reviewing research that involves
pregnant women, human fetuses, and neonates.

Purpose
To describe the procedure to review research involving pregnant women, human fetuses, and
neonates.

Policy
It is the policy of the Mayo Clinic Office for Human Research Protection - Institutional Review Board
(IRB) to review research involving pregnant women, human fetuses, and neonates and approve only
research which satisfies the requirements of 45 CFR 46 Subpart B, Additional Protections for
Pregnant Women, Human Fetuses and Neonates Involved in Research, or equivalent protections as
allowed by law.

Research Involving Pregnant Women or Fetuses

Pregnant women or fetuses may be involved in research when all the following conditions are met:

Where scientifically appropriate, preclinical studies, including studies on pregnant animals, and
clinical studies, including studies on non-pregnant women, have been conducted and provide
data for assessing potential risks to pregnant women and fetuses;
The risk to the fetus is caused solely by interventions or procedures that hold out the prospect
of direct benefit for the woman or the fetus; or if there is no such prospect of benefit, the risk to
the fetus is not greater than minimal and that the purpose of the research is the development of
important biomedical knowledge that cannot be obtained by any other means;
Any risk is the least possible for achieving the objectives of the research;
If the research holds out the prospect of direct benefit to the pregnant woman, the prospect of a
direct benefit both to the pregnant woman and the fetus, or no prospect of benefit for the
woman nor the fetus when risk to the fetus is not greater than minimal and the purpose of the
research is the development of important biomedical knowledge that cannot be obtained by any
other means, her consent is obtained in accord with the informed consent provisions of the IRB
document Informed Consent and the Research Subject.
If the research holds out the prospect of direct benefit solely to the fetus, the consent of the
pregnant woman and the father is obtained in accordance with the informed consent provisions
outlined in the IRB procedure on Informed Consent and the Research Subject, except that the
father's consent need not be obtained if he is unable to consent because of unavailability,
incompetence, or temporary incapacity or the pregnancy resulted from rape or incest;

https://www.hhs.gov/ohrp/regulations-and-policy/regulations/45-cfr-46/common-rule-subpart-b/index.html
http://mayocontent.mayo.edu/irb/DOCMAN-0000047834
http://mayocontent.mayo.edu/irb/DOCMAN-0000047834


Each individual providing consent is fully informed regarding the reasonably foreseeable impact
of the research on the fetus or neonate;
For children who are pregnant, assent and/or consent are obtained in accord with the
provisions of IRB document Special Categories of Research: Children .
No inducements, monetary or otherwise, will be offered to terminate a pregnancy;
Individuals engaged in the research will have no part in any decisions as to the timing, method,
or procedures used to terminate a pregnancy; and
Individuals engaged in the research will have no part in determining the viability of a neonate.

Research Involving Neonates

Neonates of uncertain viability and nonviable neonates may be involved in research if all the
following conditions are met:

Where scientifically appropriate, preclinical and clinical studies have been conducted and
provide data for assessing potential risks to neonates;
Every individual providing consent as described in this document is fully informed regarding the
reasonably foreseeable impact of the research on the neonate; and
Individuals engaged in the research will have no part in determining the viability of the neonate.

Neonates of Uncertain Viability may not be involved in research covered by this document unless
the following additional conditions have been met and the IRB determines that:

The research holds out the prospect of enhancing the probability of survival of the neonate to
the point of viability, and any risk is the least possible for achieving that objective; or
The purpose of the research is the development of important biomedical knowledge that cannot
be obtained by other means and there will be no added risk to the neonate resulting from the
research; and
The legally effective informed consent of either parent of the neonate is obtained. If neither
parent is able to consent because of unavailability, incompetence, or temporary incapacity, the
legally effective informed consent of either parent's legally authorized representative is
obtained in accord with the IRB document Informed Consent and the Research Subject with the
exception that the consent of the father or his Legally Authorized Representative (LAR) need
not be obtained if the pregnancy resulted from rape or incest.

Nonviable Neonate (after delivery) may not be involved in research covered by this document
unless all the following additional conditions are met:

Vital functions of the neonate will not be artificially maintained
The research will not terminate the heartbeat or respiration of the neonate
There will be no added risk to the neonate resulting from the research
The purpose of the research is the development of important biomedical knowledge that cannot
be obtained by other means
The legally effective informed consent of both parents of the nonviable neonate is obtained.

The waiver and alteration provisions of IRB document Exception from Informed
Consent in Emergency Research Procedure do not apply.
If either parent is unable to consent because of unavailability, incompetence, or temporary
incapacity, the informed consent of one parent of a nonviable neonate will suffice to meet
the requirements of this paragraph, except that the consent of the father need not be
obtained if the pregnancy resulted from rape or incest.
The consent of an LAR of either or both of the parents of a nonviable neonate does not
meet the requirements described here.
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Viable Neonate (after delivery) A neonate that has been determined to be viable may be included in
research only to the extent permitted by and in accord with the requirements of 45 CFR 46 Subparts
A: Basic HHS Policy for Protection of Human Research Subjects and 45 CFR 46 Subpart D:
Additional Protections for Children Involved as Subjects in Research.

Research involving the placenta, the dead fetus, or fetal material (after delivery)

Research involving the placenta; the dead fetus; macerated fetal material; or cells, tissue, or organs
excised from a dead fetus, may only be conducted in accord with any applicable Federal, State, or
Local laws and regulations regarding such activities.

If information associated with this material is recorded for research purposes in a manner that living
individuals can be identified, directly or through identifiers linked to those individuals, those
individuals are research subjects and all IRB policies are applicable.

Research Otherwise not Approvable

Research not otherwise approvable which presents an opportunity to understand, prevent, or
alleviate a serious problem affecting the health or welfare of pregnant women, fetuses, or neonates
may be conducted if it meets the requirements of this document and:

The IRB finds that the research presents a reasonable opportunity to further the understanding,
prevention, or alleviation of a serious problem affecting the health or welfare of pregnant
women, fetuses, or neonates; and
The Secretary of the Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS), after consultation
with a panel of experts in pertinent disciplines (for example: science, medicine, ethics, law) and
following opportunity for public review and comment, including a public meeting announced in
the Federal Register, has determined either:

The research, in fact, satisfies the conditions of 45 CFR 46.204, Research involving, after
delivery, the placenta, the dead fetus or fetal material, as applicable; or
The following:

The research presents a reasonable opportunity to further the understanding,
prevention, or alleviation of a serious problem affecting the health or welfare of
pregnant women, fetuses, or neonates;
The research will be conducted in accordance with sound ethical principles; and
Informed consent will be obtained in accord with the informed consent provisions of
45 CFR 46 Subparts A: Basic HHS Policy for Protection of Human Research
Subjects and other applicable subparts of 45 CFR 46.

Investigator Responsibilities

The Investigator must obtain review and approval from the appropriate institutional research
committee(s) responsible for the oversight of the subject population(s) before the IRB review.
The Investigator must describe the population for the research and provide justification for
inclusion of any of the following potential subjects: pregnant women, fetuses, or neonates in the
IRB application.
Following IRB review and approval, the Investigator obtains informed consent from the mother
and father as determined by the IRB.

IRB Responsibilities

The IRB reviews the proposed research according to all applicable IRB policies and
procedures, taking into consideration the additional requirements for involvement of pregnant
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women, fetuses, or neonates as outlined in this policy and the criteria set forth in IRB document
IRB Initial Approval of Research Policy, and confirms that the investigator has provided
approval from the appropriate research committees.
The IRB documents in its determination that additional protections necessary for the subject
population are adequate.

Troubleshooting
N/A

Procedural Notes
N/A

Related Documents
Exception from Informed Consent in Emergency Research Procedure

Informed Consent and the Research Subject Policy

IRB Initial Approval of Research Policy

Special Categories of Research: Children Policy

Definitions
Fetus: The product of conception from implantation until delivery.

Neonate: A newborn zero to 28 days old.

Nonviable Neonate: A neonate after delivery, although living, is not viable.

References
45 CFR 46 Subparts A: Basic HHS Policy for Protection of Human Research Subjects

45 CFR 46 Subpart B, Additional Protections for Pregnant Women, Human Fetuses and Neonates
Involved in Research

45 CFR 46 Subpart D: Additional Protections for Children Involved as Subjects in Research

Owner
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Revision History

Date Synopsis of Change

07/02/2021 Scheduled review. Transferred to standardized template. Updated
Owner and Contact. Asset type changed from procedure to policy.

09/21/2017 Minor revisions. Updated the following definition per Glossary
review: Fetus; Neonate; and Nonviable Neonate.

02/17/2017 Scheduled review. No changes made.

Content Information

Notification Recipient: Kuntz, Melissa M. 
Content ID: DOCMAN-0000047854 
Effective Date of Current Version: 07/13/2021 
Site(s): Arizona, Florida, Rochester, Barron, Bloomer,
Eau Claire, Menomonie, Osseo, Albert Lea, Austin,
Cannon Falls, Faribault, Lake City, Owatonna, Red
Wing, Fairmont, Mankato, New Prague, St. James,
Waseca, La Crosse, Sparta 

Workflow Reviewer Name(s): Michelle K. Daiss; Heidi M.
Hanf; Shanthi L. Siva Shanmuga Sundaram, M.A., M.Phil 
Workflow Approver Name(s): Tammy S. Neseth, M.A. 
Scheduled Review Due Date: 07/01/2024

COPYRIGHT © Mayo Foundation for Medical Education and Research. This information is intended for use
by employees of Mayo Clinic and its subsidiaries only. It is confidential and no part of it may be transmitted in
any form by electronic, mechanical, photocopying, or any other means to anyone outside Mayo Clinic without
the prior permission of Mayo Foundation for Medical Education and Research. Inappropriate use or
dissemination of this information may result in disciplinary action.

Master copies are retained online. Printed copies are considered current only on the date printed.

https://mayocontent.mayo.edu/home/idcplg?IdcService=DOC_INFO&dID=70928&dDocName=DOCMAN-0000047854

